
907-474-5227
Office hours by appointment

Catalog Course Description
Enrollment in BIOL F400 signals that a student has initiated a capstone research project. The
capstone project may be completed within a designated course or by working individually with a
faculty mentor; see the biologicalh߰ 頰ᜀsoon_on߶儩昀 owial i nosohol[r mero

4nd[r s qdholirirhi idir :dol

[lseedol sdql dind ododhqd4de:i ndhܑ葥䀐eed:omq e qh߰qlh߳nߵhqso oinitiate a research project before registering for

re
capstone experience for students in the Biological Sciences major is to complete a mentored

research project. The project is carried out in a designated course or by working individually with a
faculty mentor. The BIOL F400 “course” does not add to the project work involved; rather it is an
administrative tool to keep track of students working on their capstone research in many different
ways. BIOL F400 confers no credit and has no regular course meetings. However, you will be asked
to complete a survey and a plagiarism quiz, receive occasional communications from the
coordinator, and you are expected to keep the coordinator informed about your progress.

Once you have completed the research project requirements and the faculty mentor confirms this is
the case, the BIOL 400 coordinator will report a passing grade on BIOL F400 to the registrar.
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Goals and Learning Objectives
The broad goal of the capstone project is to integrate knowledge and skills learned in previous
courses, including scientific knowledge, quantitative literacy, and communication skills, and to apply
these products of the university education to a creative activity. For a biologist, a fundamental
expression of applied knowledge, creativity, and critical reasoning is to engage in scientific inquiry.

The learning objectives of the capstone project are as follows:
● Learn through experience to pose and test biological
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A student may receive course credit for the mentored research project by enrolling in individual
study (e.g. BIOL F497), and these credits may be applied to the student's degree requirements;
however, course credits are not necessary for completion of the capstone project.

What If I Do Not Complete the Project Within a Semester?
A capstone research project might extend across several semesters, or an initial project may be
abandoned in favor of a new one. In these cases, there is no need to register for BIOL F400
repeatedly. If the capstone project is not completed, or not completed satisfactorily, within a
semester, the BIOL F400 grade will be deferred (DF) grade until a later semester. The DF will be
changed to P when the student passes the capstone project. A DF grade will convert to a W after
two years. The BIOL F400 coordinator can prevent this conversion if the student demonstrates she
or he is actively working to complete a project.

The Research Capstone Assignments in More Detail

Written report
All capstone projects must include a written report. This is typically a final paper expressing the
study goals, methods, findings, and conclusions written in the style of a scientific paper, but in
special cases it be a research R捲ကes Witt
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Oral presentation
The findings of all capstone projects must also be communicated orally. Oral presentations may
be delivered in class, at a scientific conference, at UAF Research Day, or in another
mentor-approved setting. Digitally-illustrated oral presentations and poster presentations are
the most common forms of oral presentation.

Assessment of the Research Capstone Project
The expectations and assessment of the capstone project are the same regardless of whether the
capstone is completed within a designated course or by working individually with a faculty mentor.
All capstone projects are assessed using a standard evaluation rubric, which is reproduced at the
end of this syllabus. A student must score “adequate” or above on all aspects of the evaluation
in order to earn a pas
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● Obtaining an extension on an assignment or permission to miss a c
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