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The course takes the long view. Most of our resource problems have been caused because people put short-term 
interests over their own best interests in the long run.  In addition to that, the history of natural resource 
management is a key part of the last 10,000 years of human history. As poet Gary Snyder put it, resource 
management began when we “stopped chasing our food and started growing it.” All of civilization is based on 
natural resource management.  NRM has greatly increased the carrying capacity of the Earth for humans, but often 
at the expense of other species.  Throughout its history, NRM has put people first and short-term over long-term 
goals.  We need to change that. We need to take a long view toward the future and think of many generations down 
the road.  What will we leave for them? 
In addition to taking the long view, the course takes a global view. Since the days of the spice trade, natural resource 
management has had global implications.  Now there are so many humans on the planet that we are having impacts 
on the entire planet and its climate. Natural resource managers are working hard to g -5 ” -5 t e
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Required Text: 
For those of you on a tight budget, an eBook is available online and I am trying to get copies to put on Reserve in the 
Mather Library in IARC (the silver building next to where our class meets) and.  You will also find the first 4 chapters of 
Chiras on Blackboard in case it takes time to get your copy of the text.  

Natural Resource Conservation: Management for a Sustainable Future6!H+*!3%!IJ+*!K:(+(3.!1,!#$.(&4!#8!L*(%$/!M!
N3*.!O8!P&)$.34:8!!
This book provides vital background and supplementary information that we don’t have time to cover in lecture but that 
all Natural Resources and Environment students should know. You can order a new or used copy at 
*++2QRR9998SFT-&U+VS8>35 
Here is a link to a paperback version of on Amazon for $24.99 + 10 shipping. 
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Attend and Participate in Class 
A study a few years ago found that freshmen who missed just two class periods their freshman year were less 
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There is at least one quiz due by 11:59 pm almost every Monday! 
WZ-KQ!E37!>$..3+!2$//!+*(/!>37%/&!9(+*37+!:3(.)!+*&!@7(??&/8  In every field, the 101-level courses tend to be 
heavy on vocabulary.  In this respect, 101 courses are like learning a new language; it’s hard to discuss the 
complex concepts without first being fluent in the “language” of a discipline.  The quizzes help develop your 
fluency in the basic concepts of NRM that you will need for upper division courses. 

There is a quiz on every lecture topic, such as agriculture, forestry, soils, fisheries, etc.  
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Zeros are very bad for your final grade!  Try hard not to get a single ZERO!  C+!(/!$49$,/!1&++&%!+3!+7%.!(.!something!
+*$.!+$=&!$!?&%3. Those who flunk this course inevitably have several zeros on the grade sheet.  This is NOT a difficult 
course—unless you fail to do the work.  Grades will be based on the percentage of points earned in the course.  
There may be some slight changes in the points on things, but it won’t be by much. 

 

C-K'! OZCW-[! ]!3;!+3+$4!
23(.+/!

16 Quizzes varying from 30 to 148 points 1171 39% 

Final Exam (400) and Midterm (300) 700 24% 

7 Written Assignments 700 24% 

Active Engagement in 3 Role Play Exercises 
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