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RD 676 Federal Indian Law in Alaska: Tribal Self-Governance - Business, Publ ic Safet y,  
Protec ti on of Famil y, Proper t y, and Res ourc es  

SPRING 201X Course Outline  

Course meets TBA 5.10 to 8.10pm  

Note: Student s mus t hav e graduat e standi ng or ins truc t or perm i ss i on to enr ol l in RD 676  

 

Instructor:  Pat Sekaquaptewa                                                                               E -mail: psse kaquapte w a@alaska.edu  
                                                                                                                                   
307 Brooks Bldg., UAF Campus                                                                                           A udio Confe r e nce # 1 -800-832-7806 
 
PO Box 756500 Fairba nks, AK  99775                                                                                    Audio Confe r e nce PIN# xxxxxxx  
   
Office:  (9 07)474-6842   Fax: (907)474- 1539                                    Office Hours: By appointm e nt 

 

Course Descripti on :  Exam inat i on of the his tory of feder al Indian law and its implementation in 
A l as ka. Key laws  inc l udi ng the Indian Reorganization Act (IRA), Public Law 83-280, Indian Child 
Welfare Act (ICWA), Indian Self-Determination and Educ at i on Assi s t anc e Ac t (ISDEAA), Indian Civil 
Rights Act (ICRA) and the Tribal Law and Order Ac t (TLOA), are exam i ned in term s of how they hav e 
alter ed the pol i tic al lands cape in Alas ka. Indian legislation is explored to determine how Native 
c om m unit i es exer ci s e sel f -gov er nanc e in Alas ka.  Student s con s i der the dev el opm ent of tri bal judici al 
capac i ty and press i ng iss ues suc h as publ ic safet y for Nativ e comm unit i es in Alas ka as wel l as tri bal 
par ti ci pat i on in busi nes s and contr ac t ual ag r eem ents. Prer equi si t es: graduat e standi ng or per m is si on 
of the ins tr uc t or  
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R equi r ed Readi ngs:   

Alas ka Nativ es and Ameri can Law s, thi r d edi ti on. David S. Case & David A Vol uck. Univ ers i ty of Alas ka 
Pres s  

Tri bal Consti t uti onal i sm: States, Tri bes and the Governance of Member s hi p. Kirsty Gover. Oxford 
Univ ers i ty Press, 2010  

Indian Reorganization Act https://www.iltf.org/sites/defaul t/files/IRA_2-
all_amendatory_changes.pdf   

Indian Child Welfare Act http://www.nic w a.org/Indian_Child_Welfare_Act/  

Indian Civil Rights Act http://www.tribal-insti t ut e.org/lists/icra1968.htm   

Tri bal Law and Order Ac t https://www.jus ti c e.gov/tribal/tribal -law -and- order -ac t   

Publ i c Law 83 -280 http://www.tri bal -insti t ut e.org/lists/pl_280.htm   

Indian Self -Determination and Educ at i on Ass is t anc e Ac t 
https://www.law.cor nell.edu/usc ode/text/25/chapter -14/subc hapt er -II  

Additional required readings  wil l be provi ded on the Bl ac kboar d site for the cour s e  (see the attac hed 
readi ng list)  

Sug g es t ed Texts for Suppl em ent al Readi ng:   

 Dunbar -Ortiz, Roxanne. Indigenous Peoples History of the United States. Beacon Press, 2014. 

Fletc her, Matthew. Fletc her ’ s Hornbook on Feder al Indian Law. West Academic Publis hi ng, 2016  

Course Guide:  This cours e uses audi o confer enc e parti ci pat i on and the Blac kboar d lear ni ng sys tem.   

Course Methodol og y:  Course methodol ogy incl udes readi ng, par tic i pat i on in lec tur es, disc us si on, 
wri tt en and oral pres ent ati on inv olvi ng probl em sol vi ng and inter pr et at i on of the tar g et

https://www.iltf.org/sites/default/files/IRA_2-all_amendatory_changes.pdf
https://www.iltf.org/sites/default/files/IRA_2-all_amendatory_changes.pdf
http://www.nicwa.org/Indian_Child_Welfare_Act/
http://www.tribal-institute.org/lists/icra1968.htm
https://www.justice.gov/tribal/tribal-law-and-order-act
http://www.tribal-institute.org/lists/pl_280.htm
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/25/chapter-14/subchapter-II
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Journal entr i es eac h requi re a minim um of 1000 words. Citati ons are addi ti onal to the 1000 word 
minim um.  

Wri tt en Exam (1) 3 0%: Comprehens i v e onl i ne exam cov eri ng inter pr et ati on of leg is l ati on and spec i fi c 
cas e law  exami ne d in class . S tudent s wil l use the texts of the differ ent laws and the ass ig ned cas es 
dur i ng thi s open book exam.  The thr ee hour exam wil l inc l ude som e shor t ess ay ques t i ons . 

Probl em Solv i ng Assi g nm ent (1) 10%: Each student wil l be gi v en a leg al probl em inv olvi ng a poss i bl e 
real life sc enar i o in a vill age or vill ag es . Student s may choos e whi c h law they wor k with but no tw o 
student s will be giv en the same probl em. A 

http://www.uaf.edu/catalog/
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C (70-79%) =Speak s an d wr it e s in an acc e p t ab le man n er.  Wor k s is sat i sfac t o r y, aver ag e.  Meet s min im u m 
req u ir e m e nt s.  

D (60-69%) =Belo w ave r a ge wor k.  Min im ally acc e p t ab le.  Lowe st possib le passin g gr ad e.  

F (59% or lowe r) =Un ac c e p t ab le wor k.  Does not mee t min im u m requ ir e m e n t s.  Indicates failure.  Included in 
GPA calculations 

Stud ent Expec t at i ons:  Al l subm i t t ed ass ig nm ent s mus t show refl ec ti on and schol ar s hi p. Student s are 
expec t ed to use leg al wri ting sty l e with footnot es incor por at i ng proper leg al citat i ons.  

Student s shoul d contac t  the ins tr uc t or(s) if they  hav e ques t i ons about the course ov er vi ew, 
obj ec t iv es, and org aniz at i on, gradi ng or student expec t at i ons.  The contac t inform at i on is inc l uded 
with thi s syll abus.  

Instructor Policy on Late Submissions, Incomplete Grades and No Basis Grades:  There wil l be no “NB” 
grades aw ar ded in this cour s e. Student s mus t obtai n ins tr uct or per mi ss i on in adv anc e if an 
unexpec t ed ev ent will resul t in late submi ss i on of the wri tt en ass ig nm ent. Late ass ig nm ent s will not 
be ac c ept ed without pri or arr ang em ent.  Incomplete grades will only be awarded in extreme 
c ir c ums t anc es and students shoul d contac t the ins tr uc t or imm edi at ely if life ev ent s lead them to 
bel i ev e they mig ht need to reques t an “I” grade. 

Plagiarism:   Plagiaris m is quoti ng from, par aphr as i ng , or usi ng spec i fi c materi al contai ned in any 
publ i s hed wor k, e.g. , books, peri odi c als, publ ic doc um ent s, inter net , or another per s on’s ideas 
without prov i di ng appr opri at e citat i ons or rec og nit i ons. Sel f -plag i ari sm is usi ng all or part of a paper 
that was wri tt en previ ous ly for a differ ent class or as s i g nm ent and fai li ng to indi c at e that it is ear li er 
wor k. NOTE: Materi al copied from a cours e lec tur e or web link but not appr opri at el y cited is 
cons i der ed to be plag i ari sm. Plagi ar is m can res ul t in an “F” grade in thi s cours e. Student s shoul d 
contac t the ins tr uc t or if they hav e ques ti ons on this topi c.  

Student s with Disabili t i es:  Student s with a doc um ent ed dis abi li ty requir i ng accom m odat i on shoul d 
noti fy the ins tr uc t or at the beg i nni ng of the semes t er.  The Offic e of Disabili ty Ser v ic es impl em ent s 
the Ame ri c ans w ith Disabili t i es Ac t (ADA) and e ns ur es that UAF student s hav e equal ac c ess to the 
campus and cours e mater ial s.  The ins tr uc t or will wor k with the Offi c e of Disabil i ti es Serv ic es to 
prov i de reas onabl e acc omm odat i ons to student s with dis abi li ti es.  ( 907-474-5655).  

uaf -dis abi l i ty s er vi c es@alas ka.edu   

Other UAF Student Suppor t Ser vi c es inc l ude: 

• Offi c e of Information Technology  907-450 8300 (1-800-478-8226) 
www.alas ka.edu/oit/index.xml  or email  hel pdes k@alas ka.edu   

• Off -campus libr ary  907 -474-7482 (1-800-478-5348) http ://libr ar y.uaf.edu/offc am pus   
• UAF Writi ng Center 907 474 5314 or email for an appoi nt m ent at  fywrc@uaf.edu  Their 

webs i t e can be found at http://www.uaf.edu/engli s h/writi ng- center/  

mailto:uaf-disabilityservices@alaska.edu
http://www.alaska.edu/oit/index.xml
mailto:helpdesk@alaska.edu
http://library.uaf.edu/offcampus
mailto:fywrc@uaf.edu
http://www.uaf.edu/english/writing-center/
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• CRCD Bookstor e 907 474 7711 (1 -877-651-4002) or emai l at CRCD-gotbooks@alas ka.edu   Their 
webs i t e can be found at  
htt p://www.uaf.edu/rural/books t or e -

mailto:CRCD-gotbooks@alaska.edu
http://www.uaf.edu/rural/bookstore-services/
http://www.uaf.edu/rural/bookstore-services/
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RD 676 COURSE SPRING SCHEDULE 

WEEK ONE JANUARY: Introductions and review of materials. Use of legal vocabulary and writing format. 

Reading and briefing court cases. Locating and citing law and regulations. Canons of Indian law 

construction. 

*** Practic e Bri ef of Tal ton v May es in clas s  *** 
 

WEEK TWO JANUARY: The different eras of Federal Indian policy. Aboriginal Title, the Doctrine of 

Discovery, and the Plenary Power of Congress.  The landmark historical Indian law cases. 

 

WE EK THREE FEBRUARY: The Marshall Trilogy and early Alaska precedent setting cases. How did Alaska 

Natives come to move down a different legal path than tribes in the Lower 48? 

 

QUIZ ONE ON BLACKBOARD  

JOURNAL ENTRY DUE ON BL ACKBOARD BY MIDNIGHT ON SATURDAY 

 

WE EK FOUR FEBRUAR Y: Highlights of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, how did Alaska come to 

have ANCSA rather than a system of reservations similar to the Lower 48? Comparison between tribal 

jurisdiction in the Lower 48 and jurisdiction in Alaska.  

Hypothetical for probl em sol v i ng paper will be dis tr i but ed! (Students must meet individually with 

instructor during week three to decide on topic for this paper) 

 

WEEK FIVE FEBRUARY: Public Law 83-280. How does this law affect Alaska in terms of tribal jurisdiction? 

 

WE EK SIX FEBRUARY:  What is sovereignty and how does it apply in Alaska. How has ANCSA affected 

tribal sovereignty including civil and criminal jurisdiction within the state?  Comparison of ANCSA 

corporations businesses with tribally owned businesses. 

Indian Reorganization Act and the Federally Recognized Tribes list. 

 

QUIZ TWO ON BLACKBOARD  

JOURNAL ENTRY DUE ON BLACKBOARD BY MIDNIGHT ON SATURDAY 

 

WEEK SEVEN MARCH: John v Baker. Jurisdiction absent of Indian Country. 
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WEEK FOUR 
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WE EK TEN 

Lectur e notes and ass ig ned readi ng from texts  
Indian Civil Rights Act 1968  
Updated Indian Civil Rights Act 2015 
Warr ant l es s Sear c hes for Alc ohol by Alas ka Nativ e Vil l ag es: A per mi ss i bl e Exerc is e of Sov er eig n Rig hts 
or an ass aul t on Civil Libert i es (Hanley, Pat 1997) 
 
 
WEEK ELEVEN 

Lectur e notes and ass ig ned readi ng from texts  
Alaska Intertribal Council v State of Alaska 
P ubl i c Law 83 -280 

http://www.tribal-institute.org/lists/constitutions.htm

